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County Summary 
 
 
 Arkansas’ seasonally adjusted unemployment 

rate increased one-tenth of a percentage point 
to 5.5 percent in September.  The United 
States rate was 5.4 percent, unchanged from 
August.  

 
 
 Sixty-five of Arkansas’ 75 counties recorded 

lower unemployment rates in September 2004 
when compared with September 2003.  Nine 
counties had higher rates, while the rate in 
White County was 5.3 percent for both months. 

 
 
 The lowest unemployment rate in September 

2004 was 2.2 percent--posted in three 
counties: Benton, Carroll, and Madison.  
Washington County, at 2.7 percent, was also 
below 3.0 percent.   Eleven counties had 
unemployment rates between 3.0 percent and 
4.0 percent in September.      

 
 
 Chicot County, with 11.0 percent unemployed, 

had the highest unemployment rate in 
September.  Four counties had rates equal to 
or above 10.0 percent in September 2004 
compared with nine in September 2003.           
  

  
 
 Unemployment rates in all five of Arkansas’ 

metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) dropped 
between September 2003 and September 
2004.  Jobless rates ranged from a low of 2.4 
percent in the Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers 
MSA to a high of 8.5 percent in the Pine Bluff 
MSA.  Rates in the other MSAs for September 
2004 were: 4.5 percent in both, Jonesboro and 
Little Rock-North Little Rock, and 4.7 percent 
in Fort Smith.    
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Rank County Rate Rank County Rate

1 Benton 2.2 41 Independence 5.6
1 Carroll 2.2 42 Sharp 5.7
1 Madison 2.2 43 Columbia 5.8
4 Washington 2.7 43 Nevada 5.8
5 Sevier 3.4 45 Perry 5.9
5 Yell 3.4 45 Stone 5.9
7 Montgomery 3.5 47 Arkansas 6.0
7 Scott 3.5 48 Cleveland 6.1
9 Franklin 3.6 49 Van Buren 6.3
9 Marion 3.6 50 Poinsett 6.4

11 Saline 3.8 51 Monroe 6.6
11 Searcy 3.8 52 Dallas 6.7
13 Johnson 3.9 52 Izard 6.7
14 Lonoke 4.0 52 Lafayette 6.7
14 Miller 4.0 55 Clay 6.8
16 Cleburne 4.1 55 Howard 6.8
17 Clark 4.2 57 Drew 7.1
17 Pope 4.2 57 Randolph 7.1
19 Boone 4.3 59 Union 7.4
20 Faulkner 4.4 60 Crittenden 7.5
20 Fulton 4.4 60 Lawrence 7.5
22 Craighead 4.5 62 Calhoun 7.7
22 Polk 4.5 63 Ouachita 8.0
22 Sebastian 4.5 64 Jackson 8.1
25 Crawford 4.6 65 Bradley 8.4
25 Logan 4.6 65 St. Francis 8.4
25 Pike 4.6 67 Jefferson 8.5
28 Pulaski 4.7 68 Desha 8.9
29 Little River 4.8 69 Lee 9.3
30 Conway 4.9 70 Ashley 9.5
30 Newton 4.9 70 Cross 9.5
32 Baxter 5.0 72 Mississippi 10.1
32 Greene 5.0 73 Phillips 10.6
32 Prairie 5.0 74 Woodruff 10.7
35 Grant 5.3 75 Chicot 11.0
35 Hempstead 5.3
35 White 5.3
38 Hot Spring 5.4
39 Garland 5.5
39 Lincoln 5.5

County Unemployment Rates
Ranked Lowest to Highest

September 2004



 
  

County Labor Force Statistics
September 2004 

September 2004 August 2004 September 2003 
County CLF Emp Unemp Rate CLF Emp Unemp Rate CLF Emp Unemp Rate

Arkansas 11,225 10,550 675 6.0 11,350 10,725 625 5.4 10,825 10,250 575 5.4
Ashley 10,350 9,375 975 9.5 10,600 9,575 1,025 9.8 10,100 8,975 1,125 11.1
Baxter 14,575 13,850 725 5.0 14,925 14,125 800 5.3 14,125 13,250 875 6.2
Benton 87,025 85,150 1,875 2.2 87,275 85,325 1,950 2.2 80,725 78,475 2,250 2.8
Boone 15,500 14,825 675 4.3 15,675 15,050 625 4.0 14,775 13,975 800 5.4

Bradley 5,075 4,650 425 8.4 5,200 4,750 450 8.5 4,875 4,525 350 7.4
Calhoun 2,275 2,100 175 7.7 2,275 2,125 150 6.7 2,200 1,975 225 10.0
Carroll 12,375 12,100 275 2.2 12,725 12,375 350 2.8 11,900 11,525 375 3.1
Chicot 5,875 5,225 650 11.0 6,000 5,350 650 10.9 5,775 5,125 650 11.1
Clark 12,450 11,925 525 4.2 12,250 11,675 575 4.7 12,125 11,475 650 5.4

Clay 7,000 6,525 475 6.8 7,200 6,675 525 7.3 7,075 6,525 550 7.9
Cleburne 9,950 9,550 400 4.1 10,150 9,750 400 3.9 9,925 9,425 500 5.1
Cleveland 3,725 3,500 225 6.1 3,750 3,525 225 5.9 3,625 3,425 200 5.3
Columbia 10,925 10,300 625 5.8 10,925 10,250 675 6.2 10,975 10,225 750 6.8
Conway 9,975 9,475 500 4.9 10,075 9,600 475 4.8 9,675 8,975 700 7.1

Craighead 45,950 43,900 2,050 4.5 46,125 44,000 2,125 4.6 44,425 42,000 2,425 5.5
Crawford 25,300 24,125 1,175 4.6 25,650 24,450 1,200 4.7 24,375 23,100 1,275 5.2
Crittenden 24,125 22,300 1,825 7.5 24,425 22,550 1,875 7.7 22,725 20,925 1,800 7.9
Cross 7,925 7,175 750 9.5 8,000 7,225 775 9.7 8,025 7,250 775 9.6
Dallas 3,525 3,300 225 6.7 3,550 3,325 225 6.6 3,375 3,075 300 9.0

Desha 6,875 6,275 600 8.9 6,900 6,250 650 9.4 6,575 6,000 575 8.7
Drew 10,000 9,300 700 7.1 9,775 9,050 725 7.3 9,525 8,825 700 7.4
Faulkner 48,500 46,350 2,150 4.4 48,575 46,525 2,050 4.2 46,500 43,450 3,050 6.6
Franklin 8,375 8,075 300 3.6 8,350 8,050 300 3.6 7,975 7,625 350 4.3
Fulton 4,675 4,475 200 4.4 4,775 4,550 225 4.7 4,475 4,200 275 6.2

Garland 39,575 37,400 2,175 5.5 40,050 37,875 2,175 5.4 37,500 35,125 2,375 6.3
Grant 6,950 6,575 375 5.3 6,950 6,575 375 5.3 6,725 6,275 450 6.5
Greene 18,425 17,500 925 5.0 18,625 17,700 925 5.0 17,800 16,675 1,125 6.3
Hempstead 11,925 11,300 625 5.3 12,200 11,525 675 5.6 11,575 11,000 575 5.0
Hot Spring 13,125 12,425 700 5.4 13,300 12,575 725 5.5 12,525 11,675 850 6.8

Howard 6,925 6,450 475 6.8 7,100 6,575 525 7.5 6,600 6,200 400 6.2
Independence 17,475 16,500 975 5.6 17,750 16,750 1,000 5.7 17,050 15,875 1,175 6.9
Izard 4,625 4,325 300 6.7 4,700 4,375 325 6.8 4,500 4,100 400 9.1
Jackson 7,850 7,200 650 8.1 7,825 7,175 650 8.4 7,750 7,000 750 9.7
Jefferson 38,925 35,625 3,300 8.5 39,225 35,825 3,400 8.7 36,000 32,700 3,300 9.1

Johnson 11,550 11,100 450 3.9 11,400 10,925 475 4.2 11,025 10,550 475 4.3
Lafayette 3,350 3,125 225 6.7 3,475 3,200 275 7.6 3,225 3,050 175 5.4
Lawrence 7,325 6,775 550 7.5 7,275 6,700 575 7.9 7,025 6,375 650 9.4
Lee 4,000 3,625 375 9.3 4,100 3,700 400 9.7 4,300 3,725 575 13.3
Lincoln 5,700 5,375 325 5.5 5,850 5,525 325 5.4 5,500 5,175 325 5.7

Little River 5,575 5,300 275 4.8 5,750 5,475 275 4.9 5,500 5,225 275 5.1
Logan 9,350 8,925 425 4.6 9,550 9,100 450 4.7 9,375 8,850 525 5.5
Lonoke 28,475 27,350 1,125 4.0 28,475 27,450 1,025 3.6 26,625 25,625 1,000 3.8
Madison 8,550 8,350 200 2.2 8,650 8,425 225 2.6 8,325 8,075 250 3.0
Marion 6,450 6,225 225 3.6 6,625 6,350 275 4.0 6,225 5,950 275 4.5

Miller 17,925 17,200 725 4.0 18,000 17,300 700 3.9 16,600 15,900 700 4.3
Mississippi 22,375 20,125 2,250 10.1 22,600 20,050 2,550 11.3 23,075 19,775 3,300 14.3
Monroe 3,750 3,500 250 6.6 3,800 3,550 250 6.9 3,750 3,425 325 8.4
Montgomery 4,400 4,250 150 3.5 4,525 4,375 150 3.5 4,200 4,000 200 4.6
Nevada 4,725 4,450 275 5.8 4,825 4,550 275 5.5 4,525 4,325 200 4.2

Newton 2,950 2,800 150 4.9 3,000 2,850 150 5.2 2,825 2,650 175 6.2
Ouachita 11,675 10,725 950 8.0 11,750 10,775 975 8.3 11,100 10,025 1,075 9.7
Perry 3,950 3,725 225 5.9 4,025 3,800 225 5.7 4,050 3,700 350 8.8
Phillips 9,075 8,100 975 10.6 9,125 8,150 975 10.7 8,675 7,725 950 10.9
Pike 4,950 4,725 225 4.6 5,050 4,800 250 4.7 4,775 4,525 250 5.0



 

 

County Labor Force Statistics
September 2004  

September 2004 August 2004 September 2003
County CLF Emp Unemp Rate CLF Emp Unemp Rate CLF Emp Unemp Rate

Poinsett 10,125 9,475 650 6.4 10,275 9,600 675 6.6 9,900 9,050 850 8.6
Polk 8,850 8,450 400 4.5 9,000 8,600 400 4.5 8,650 8,050 600 6.8
Pope 28,200 27,000 1,200 4.2 28,175 26,925 1,250 4.5 26,575 25,250 1,325 5.0
Prairie 4,200 4,000 200 5.0 4,100 3,925 175 4.4 4,000 3,775 225 5.7
Pulaski 203,400 193,825 9,575 4.7 204,300 194,575 9,725 4.8 191,725 181,650 10,075 5.3

Randolph 7,675 7,125 550 7.1 7,500 6,950 550 7.4 7,575 6,800 775 10.2
St. Francis 12,650 11,600 1,050 8.4 12,650 11,500 1,150 9.1 12,050 10,750 1,300 10.8
Saline 46,650 44,875 1,775 3.8 46,650 45,025 1,625 3.5 44,000 42,050 1,950 4.4
Scott 4,625 4,450 175 3.5 4,650 4,475 175 3.7 4,250 4,075 175 4.4
Searcy 2,875 2,775 100 3.8 2,950 2,800 150 5.1 2,750 2,625 125 4.7

Sebastian 58,750 56,075 2,675 4.5 59,400 56,850 2,550 4.3 56,400 53,675 2,725 4.8
Sevier 7,400 7,150 250 3.4 7,400 7,125 275 3.8 7,000 6,700 300 4.4
Sharp 6,175 5,825 350 5.7 6,275 5,925 350 5.8 6,025 5,600 425 7.2
Stone 5,025 4,725 300 5.9 5,175 4,875 300 5.6 4,800 4,475 325 6.9
Union 21,150 19,575 1,575 7.4 21,400 19,875 1,525 7.1 20,550 18,700 1,850 9.0

Van Buren 6,475 6,075 400 6.3 6,475 6,075 400 6.2 6,325 5,850 475 7.5
Washington 94,775 92,225 2,550 2.7 94,975 92,425 2,550 2.7 87,725 85,000 2,725 3.1
White 33,775 32,000 1,775 5.3 32,575 30,950 1,625 5.0 32,575 30,850 1,725 5.3
Woodruff 3,400 3,025 375 10.7 3,375 3,000 375 11.2 3,625 3,100 525 14.7
Yell 10,400 10,050 350 3.4 10,425 10,025 400 3.7 9,875 9,400 475 4.8

County Unemployment Rates
September 2004



 

 

Labor Force Statistics
Arkansas Sep 04 Aug 04 Sep 03 MSAs: Sep 04 Aug 04 Sep 03

 

Civilian Labor Force 1,326,800 1,321,300 1,263,600 Civilian Labor Force 181,800 182,250 168,450
Employment 1,253,500 1,250,400 1,180,400 Employment 177,375 177,750 163,475
Unemployment 73,300 70,900 83,200 Unemployment 4,425 4,500 4,975
Unemployment Rate 5.5 5.4 6.6 Unemployment Rate 2.4 2.5 3.0

Fort Smith
Civilian Labor Force 1,322,000 1,329,900 1,261,700
Employment 1,255,700 1,262,400 1,187,200 Civilian Labor Force 101,125 102,225 98,200
Unemployment 66,300 67,500 74,500 Employment 96,375 97,675 93,000
Unemployment Rate 5.0 5.1 5.9 Unemployment 4,750 4,550 5,200

Unemployment Rate 4.7 4.5 5.3 
Jonesboro

United States Civilian Labor Force 45,950 46,125 44,425
Employment 43,900 44,000 42,000
Unemployment 2,050 2,125 2,425

Civilian Labor Force 147,483,000 147,703,000 146,610,000 Unemployment Rate 4.5 4.6 5.5
Employment 139,480,000 139,681,000 137,644,000
Unemployment 8,003,000 8,022,000 8,966,000
Unemployment Rate 5.4 5.4 6.1

Civilian Labor Force 327,025 328,000 308,850
Employment 312,400 313,575 292,775

Civilian Labor Force 147,186,000 148,166,000 146,167,000 Unemployment 14,625 14,425 16,075
Employment 139,641,000 140,226,000 137,731,000 Unemployment Rate 4.5 4.4 5.2
Unemployment 7,545,000 7,940,000 8,436,000
Unemployment Rate 5.1 5.4 5.8 Pine Bluff 

Civilian Labor Force 38,925 39,225 36,000
   Employment 35,625 35,825 32,700

Unemployment 3,300 3,400 3,300
 Unemployment Rate 8.5 8.7 9.1

ARKANSAS EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT
Bureau of Labor Statistics Programs

Post Office Box 2981
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2981

______________
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   If you do NOT desire to continue receiving
   this material, please check here ___ and return
   this cover to above address.

   If your address has changed, please indicate
   hereon and return this cover to above address.

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Seasonally Adjusted

MSA data are not seasonally adjusted.
All unemployment rates in this publication were calculated from unrounded data.  

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Seasonally Adjusted
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers

Little Rock-North Little Rock


